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DOES GOD ANSWER PRAYER AND WHOSE? 
Dave Miller 

 

 One of the outstanding teachings of the bible is the fact that God answers prayers. 

The fact is stated over and over in both the Old and New Testaments. Consider Jesus 

comment in Matthew 7 in the Sermon on the Mount: 

 

 Matthew 7:7-11 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you 

will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks 

receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be 

opened. 9 Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, 

will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a 

serpent? 11 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good 

things to those who ask Him! 

 

God stands to give to His children that which they need from Him. 

  

 But the Bible places many preconditions or requirements on prayer that must be 

met if we expect our prayers to be answered. Consider this listing of 11 items that show 

that our prayers must…. 

 

1. Be accompanied by appropriate action on our own part (James 2:15-16). 

2. Come out of genuine faith (James 1:5-8; Matthew 21:22; Mark 11:24).  

3. Be in harmony with God’s will (1 John 5:14; James 4:1-3). 

4. Be coupled with faithful living, not harboring deliberate, unrepentant, ongoing sin 

(1 John 3:21-22; James 5:16; Proverbs 15:29; John 9:31). 

5. Be honest and sincere (Psalms 17:1). 

6. Be humble (Luke 18:9-14). 

7. Be specific (2 Thessalonians 3:1; Colossians 4:3; Acts 12:5; Ephesians 6:18; 2 

Corinthians 1:8-11; Matthew 5:44; 1 Timothy 2:1-2) specific persons (the 
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preacher, the elders, missionaries, fellow members, enemies, politicians, etc….), 

specific threats to the well-being of our country internally and externally. 

8. Be frequent and persistent (1 Thessalonians 5:17; Luke 18:1-8). 

9. Not use vain repetitions (Matthew 6:7). 

10. Be fervent (James 5:16). 

11. Involve all aspects of our lives (Philippians 4:6) 

 

 

SIN IS THE PRIMARY HINDRANCE TO GOD HEARING OUR PRAYERS 

 

 The number one reason why God will refuse to hear us and not answer our 

prayers is our own sin. The Israelites so sinned that god declared: “Even though you 

make many prayers, I will not hear” (Isaiah 1:15).  He also said to them: “Behold, I will 

surely bring calamity on them which they will not be able to escape; and though they 

cry out to Me, I will not listen to them” (Jeremiah 11:11). The Prophet Micah related 

the same thing: “Then they will cry to the Lord, But He will not hear them; He will even 

hide His face from them at that time, Because they have been evil in their deeds” 

(Micah 3:4). Solomon announced: “One who turns away his ear from hearing the law, 

Even his prayer is an abomination” (Proverbs 28:9). God says the same thing to us in 

the New Testament: “For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, And His ears are 

open to their prayers; But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil” (1 Peter 

3:12). 

 

A POWERFUL EXAMPLE OF PRAYER: HANNAH 

 

 Let us turn to an example of prayer in our Bibles—a woman from whom we can 

learn much about proper prayer (1 Samuel 1). She serves as an excellent portrait of 

several of the important features of effective prayer. You remember that Hannah was 

married for many years and had no children. She was so tormented by her condition that 

was in “bitterness of soul” (1 Samuel 1:10) and would weep and not eat. Her husband 
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would try to comfort her by suggesting that he was better to her than 10 sons (1 Samuel 

1:8). 

 

 Observe, first of all, that she possessed the necessary pre-conditions or 

qualifications foe effective prayer:  she was a godly and devoted person. She went 

regularly and consistently to worship at the house of the Lord, she was interested in 

praying to God, committing to a vow before Him, worshipping Him, completing the vow 

and offering appropriate sacrifices to God, and then uttering a magnificent prayer of 

thanksgiving to God that shows her deep devotion and trust in Him (vss. 7, 10-11, 24; 

2:1-10). In other words, she was spiritually minded, devoted to God’s religion, and active 

in following through with her spiritual responsibilities. This is the number one 

prerequisite to God hearing our prayers. We must be genuine, sincere, faithful Christians 

are striving to be obedient to God every day. Hannah fully intended to follow through 

with her commitment to God (1 Samuel 1:28). 

 

 Second, Hannah modeled for us the proper Method of Prayer.  On their annual 

visit to Shiloh to worship and sacrifice to God, Hannah came near the tabernacle (the 

portable worship site that God required under Mosaic Law) and began to pray to God.  

The Bible says she “spoke in her heart” (1 Samuel 1:13).  She made prayer a conscious, 

genuine activity that is to be distinguished from the outward display that seeks to be 

“seen of men” (Matthew 6:5) or the “Vain repetitions” (Matthew 6:7) and memorized 

clichés that have lost meaning, rolling off the tongue but not from the heart. She “poured 

out her soul before the Lord” (1 Samuel 1:15), and so spoke honest, frankly, and openly 

to God with a clear conscience. She did not hold back a part of the being that was 

unwilling to bow before God in humble submission. She was able to ask God with 

“confidence” out of a heart that did not “condemn” her (1 John 3:19-22).  

 

 Third, Hannah manifested the appropriate Intensity of prayer when she addressed 

God “in the bitterness of soul” (1 Samuel 1:10). She was not just going through the 

motions of religion—she meant business! The intensity of her praying was proof of her 

sincerity and righteous convictions. She prayed “out of the abundance of her complaint 
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and grief” (1 Samuel 1:16). That shows that our prayers are to serve a purpose by being 

intensely tied to specific concerns. You remember Jesus prayer in the garden was so 

intense that He sweated blood, as the physician Luke (Colossians 4:14) reports to us 

(Luke 22:44).  

 

 Fourth, Hannah’s prayer life illustrates the fruit of prayer by showing what 

righteous souls may expect as a consequence of their prayers. According to verse 18, she 

was “no longer sad.” That shows how we can truly feel better when we take it to the 

Lord in prayer. She also received the son whom she had specifically requested (1 Samuel 

1:20). We can count on God to keep His Word and fill our needs (Matthew 7:7-11). 

 

 Aside note about Hannah. You remember how her prayer was not audible. Her 

mouth was moving, but she was praying in her mind. Eli the Priest jumped to the 

conclusion that she was intoxicated. She immediately rejected that notion as being 

“wicked” when she pleaded with Eli: “Do not consider your servant a wicked woman” 

(1 Samuel 1:16). We Christians should reject alcohol as a part of our lives. 

 

CONLCUSION 

 

 What a privilege! What power! Let us develop prayer in our own lives. Let us 

recognized the benefits now rather than rely on prayer as a last resort in times of trouble. 

We must make certain that prayer is a regular part of our daily living. Prayer will give… 

1. Confidence to our hearts 

2. Calmness to our souls 

3.  Strength when we’re in pain 

4. Courage to face disappointments 

5. Determination to keep fighting 

6. Desire to resist temptation 

7. Power to overcome Satan 

 

  


